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CBS News Awards and Honors (2016-2026): A
Comprehensive Record

The past decade has been a period of substantial recognition for CBS News and its journalists, with the
network's flagship programs earning some of journalism's most prestigious awards. This comprehensive
review documents the major honors received by CBS News programs and correspondents from 2016

through early 2026, providing essential context for evaluating the organization's journalistic legacy.
Emmy Awards: Industry Recognition for Excellence

News & Documentary Emmy Awards

CBS News has been a consistent presence at the News & Documentary Emmy Awards throughout the past
decade, with particular strength in investigative reporting, breaking news coverage, and feature

storytelling.[11121(3]

2025 (46th Annual)

CBS led the news categories with five Emmy wins, the most of any network. The honors included:415]
e 60 Minutes: Three awards for Outstanding Continuing News Coverage (Longform), Outstanding
Investigative News Coverage (Longform), and Outstanding Edited Interview!sl4l
e (CBS Sunday Morning: Outstanding Light Feature Story (Shortform) for "Face to Face"l4
e (CBS Sunday Morning: Outstanding Writing for "Empty Rooms"[4]

CBS News figures Bill Owens (former 60 Minutes executive producer) and Martha Teichner received Gold

Circle honors, recognizing their lifetime achievements in broadcast journalism.[4]



2024 (45th Annual)
CBS News maintained its competitive position with multiple nominations and wins:[31
e 60 Minutes: Outstanding Promotional Announcement for "It's Time for..."[61(3]
e 60 Minutes: Outstanding Edited Interview for "The Hostage Story"[3l
2019 (40th Annual)
CBS News secured six Emmy wins, placing third among all networks:71
e 60 Minutes: Outstanding Feature Story in a News Magazine for "The Legacy of Lynching"
(correspondent Oprah Winfrey)lel7l
e 60 Minutes: Outstanding Coverage of a Breaking News Story for "President George H.W. Bush"[Z
e 60 Minutes: Multiple wins for investigative reporting including "War Crime"lZ

e 48 Hours & CBS This Morning: Outstanding Special News Program for "39 Days" (coverage of the
Parkland shooting aftermath)8l7]

2018 (39th Annual)
CBS News continued its strong showing:[9
e 60 Minutes: Best Story in a Newsmagazine for "The Wounds of War"[®l
e 60 Minutes: Outstanding Arts, Culture and Entertainment Report for "Alma"[%

e (CBS Evening News: Outstanding Feature Story in a Newscast for "Aftermath" (correspondent David

Martin)i0

2017

e (CBS Evening News: Outstanding Coverage of a Breaking News Story in a Newscast[11l
2016 (37th Annual)
CBS News won multiple Emmy awards:[12]
e (CBS Sunday Morning: Best Story in a Regularly Scheduled Newscast for "Water, Water"[12l
e 60 Minutes: Outstanding Business and Economic Reporting for "The Swiss Leaks"[12]

e 60 Minutes: Outstanding Coverage of a Breaking News Story!12]

Historical Context: Pre-2016 Emmy Success



To understand CBS News's sustained excellence, it's worth noting their Emmy performance in the years

immediately preceding this period:

2014 (35th Annual)
CBS News received 10 Emmy awards, the most for a broadcast network:[131
e OQutstanding live coverage of the Boston Marathon bombings
e Charlie Rose honored for his interview with Syrian President Bashar al-Assadi3!
o Face the Nation: Emmy for 50th Anniversary of JFK's Assassination coveragell3l
2011 (32nd Annual)
CBS News led with 10 Emmy wins:[14]
e 60 Minutes: Seven awards including coverage of Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosionl[14]
e CBSEvening News: Two awards for Afghan Bomb Squad coveragell4l
¢ Sunday Morning: Outstanding Business and Economic Reportingl14l

2008-2009
CBS News won numerous Murrow Awards for excellence, including Best Newscast awards for CBS Evening

News with Katie Couric.[151(16]

Peabody Awards: Excellence in Storytelling

The George Foster Peabody Awards, administered by the University of Georgia and considered among the

most prestigious honors in electronic media, have repeatedly recognized CBS News programming.[17]

60 Minutes: Institutional Recognition

2017 Institutional Award
The most significant recognition came when 60 Minutes received a rare Institutional Award from the

Peabody Board of Jurors in 2017, marking the program's 50th anniversary. The citation noted:[1811191120]

"The winner of 23 previous Peabody Awards (not including yet another one this year), 60 Minutes
consistently delivers hard-hitting, exclusive, thoroughly reported stories that help the American
citizenry better understand phenomena as varied as Watergate, Abu Ghraih, symphonic orchestras

in the Congo, cocaine smuggling by the CIA, and Stormy Daniels".[191[18]

This institutional honor placed 60 Minutes alongside only a handful of organizations recognized for

sustained excellence over decades.[181[19]



2017 Regular Award
In the same year, 60 Minutes also won a regular Peabody Award (its 24th) for "The Whistleblower," a
joint project with The Washington Post revealing Big Pharma's influence in blocking government

remedies to the opioid crisis.[211118]

CBS Sunday Morning

2008 Peabody Award
CBS Sunday Morning won a Peabody for "The Way Home," correspondent Kimberly Dozier's report on
female Iraq War veterans. The award recognized the program's exploration of "the complexities of

intertwined service, sacrifice, gender and survival".[221(23]

1979 Peabody Award

The program also won a Peabody in its early years, establishing a legacy of excellence in Sunday morning

journalism.[24]1[10]

CBS Evening News

2016 Peabody Recognition
CBS Evening News was recognized with a Peabody finalist nomination for its report "Heart of an
Epidemic: West Virginia's Opioid Addiction," investigating pharmaceutical companies' role in the opioid

crisis.25]

Edward R. Murrow Awards: Broadcast Journalism Excellence

The Radio Television Digital News Association's Edward R. Murrow Awards recognize outstanding

achievements in electronic journalism, honoring the legacy of the CBS News pioneer.[26]

Recent Murrow Honors
2017
CBS News took home eight Murrow Awards:127
e CBS News Television: Overall Excellence
o (CBS News Television: Investigative Reporting for genetic testing coverage
e 60 Minutes: Continuing Coverage
o (CBS News Radio: Overall Excellence

o (CBS News Radio: Breaking News Coverage (Pulse Nightclub shooting)



e CBS News Radio: Best Newscast for "CBS World News Roundup”
e (CBS This Morning: Best Newscast

e Steve Hartman: Excellence in Writingl27l
2016
CBS News won three Edward R. Murrow Awards:[281(29]
e 60 Minutes: Reporting: Hard News for "Iraq's Christians" (correspondent Lara Logan){29
o CBS Radio News "World News Roundup”: Best Audio Newscast (fourth consecutive year){2
e (CBSEvening News with Scott Pelley: Writing award for Steve Hartman's "On the Road" series[29

ABC News won Overall Excellence in network television, while CBS News received recognition in Hard

News and Writing categories.[28

Historical Murrow Success

e 2008: CBS News honored with nine RTNDA Murrow Awards, more than any other news

organizationl1s]

o (CBS Radio News received the Overall Excellence Award multiple times, including the fifth time in

eight years by 200801l

CBS Evening News with Norah O'Donnell

Under anchor Norah O'Donnell's leadership (beginning 2019), CBS Evening News earned a Murrow
Award for Best Newscast for exclusive coverage from the U.S.-Mexico border, including first access inside

migrant detention centers.[301

Alfred I. duPont-Columbia University Awards: Broadcast Journalism's Pulitzer

The duPont-Columbia Awards, administered by Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism since

1968, are considered by many to be the broadcast equivalent of the Pulitzer Prize.[31132]

CBS News duPont Winners

2022

Norah O'Donnell and CBS Evening News received a prestigious duPont-Columbia Award for an exclusive,

year-and-a-half-long investigation into sexual assault in the U.S. military.[3%



2015
CBS News won a duPont-Columbia Award for Scott Pelley's 60 Minutes report on the Syrian gas attack—

the 47th duPont win for CBS News and the 16th for 60 Minutes.[33]

Historical Context
CBS News accumulated 47 duPont-Columbia Awards by 2015, with 60 Minutes alone earning 16 of these

honors. This represents one of the most impressive records in broadcast journalism history.1331

2025 Absence

Notably, the 2025 duPont-Columbia Awards (announced January 2025) did not include CBS News, CNN,
NBC News, or ABC News among the 16 top honorees. This marked a significant departure from historical
patterns and raised concerns about challenges facing mainstream television news organizations amid

budget cuts and staff reductions.[34

Other Prestigious Journalism Awards

Scripps Howard Awards

The Scripps Howard Awards, offering $140,000 in prize money across multiple categories, recognize high-

impact reporting that spurs action.[35]

2023
60 Minutes won the Scripps Howard Award for Excellence in Narrative Human-Interest Storytelling for

"Sharswood".[361[37]

2021
CBS Evening News with Norah O'Donnell won the Scripps Howard Award for Excellence in Broadcast

National/International Coverage for investigative reporting on sexual assault in the military.[3%

Overseas Press Club Awards
The Overseas Press Club Awards, established in 1939, recognize excellence in international journalism.[38
2011

60 Minutes won two Overseas Press Club awards for stories reported in the Middle East and along the U.S.

border.39



2006
48 Hours Mystery won the Edward R. Murrow award (from OPC) for Best Television Interpretation or

Documentary on International Affairs for "Hostage: The Crisis in Beslan".[40

National Press Foundation: Sol Taishoff Award

2022

Norah O'Donnell received the 2021 Sol Taishoff Award for Excellence in Broadcast Journalism, the
National Press Foundation's highest honor for broadcast journalists. The award recognized her leadership
of CBS Evening News coverage during a tumultuous year and her two decades of excellence in television

news reporting.[411[42][30]

Additional Individual and Program Honors
Sigma Delta Chi Awards
e Norah O'Donnell won the Sigma Delta Chi Award for Breaking News Coverage for CBS News's
coverage of George Floyd and the forces of changel39

e O'Donnell also received this award for CBS News's coverage of the 2012 Newtown massacre (as part

of the team)30

Gracie Awards

e Norah O'Donnell: Outstanding News Anchor (2020)3%
e Norah O'Donnell: Best National News On-Air Talent (2018, 2016)3%
White House Correspondents’ Association
e (BS This Morning's investigation into sexual assault at the U.S. Air Force Academy received an
honorable mention for the Edgar Allan Poe Award (2018)43]
National Headliner Awards
o Face the Nation won first place for broadcast and cable coverage of a continuing news event for
pandemic coverage (2021)l44]
Walter Cronkite Award
o Face the Nation received the Walter Cronkite Award for Excellence in TV Political Journalism

(2023), citing moderator Margaret Brennan's approach as "measured, completely consistent,

researched and prepared"[44



Wilbur Award

o Face the Nation earned a Wilbur Award from the Religion Communications Council for its 2019

feature on bipartisanship (2020)44

Emmy Nominations: Consistent Recognition

Beyond wins, CBS News programs have received numerous Emmy nominations across the past decade,

demonstrating sustained quality:

Face the Nation
e 2025: Emmy nomination for Israel-Hamas war coveragel44

e 2024: Emmy nomination for Margaret Brennan's interview with then-House Speaker Kevin

McCarthyl44
e 2022: Two Emmy nominations for Afghanistan collapse coverage and Dr. Deborah Birx interview!44l

e 2021: Two Emmy nominations for outstanding news analysis and U.S.-Iran tension coveragel44l

CBS Evening News

Multiple nominations across 2017-2019 for coverage of breaking news, continuing news stories, and
feature reporting.[45111]

60 Minutes

Led all programs with 23 nominations at the 40th Annual News & Documentary Emmy Awards (2019).14

Ratings Success and Audience Leadership

Beyond awards, CBS News programs have demonstrated sustained audience appeal:

Face the Nation

e Most watched Sunday morning public affairs program for five consecutive years beginning with the

2021-2022 television seasonl44l
e #1in viewers across all demographics for multiple broadcasts in 2021461

e 2017: Largest audience of all Sunday public affairs programs with 3.538 million viewers47l



This ratings success, combined with critical recognition, demonstrates both popular and professional

validation of CBS News's work.

Summary: A Decade of Distinguished Journalism

From 2016 through early 2026, CBS News accumulated an impressive record of recognition:
Key Metrics:

o Dozens of Emmy Awards across news and documentary categories

e Peabody Awards including a rare Institutional Award for 60 Minutes

e  Multiple Murrow Awards annually, including Overall Excellence honors
¢ duPont-Columbia Awards for investigative journalism

e Scripps Howard Awards for narrative storytelling

e Individual honors for anchors, correspondents, and producers

Flagship Programs:

e 60 Minutes: Received institutional recognition as one of America's most important journalism

enterprises, accumulating 25+ Peabody Awards over its history and maintaining consistent Emmy

recognition/48l[49][18]

e (CBS Sunday Morning: Multiple Emmy and Peabody honors for feature reporting and human-

interest storytellingl10l

o (CBS Evening News: Murrow Awards, duPont-Columbia recognition, and Emmy wins under multiple

anchor tenures[271(30]

o Face the Nation: Walter Cronkite Award, National Headliner Award, and sustained ratings

leadershipi4l
¢ 48 Hours: Emmy Awards for investigative journalism and continuing coveragels0l(51]
Notable Journalists:
e Norah O'Donnell: Emmy Awards, duPont-Columbia Award, Sol Taishoff Award, Scripps Howard
Award, Sigma Delta Chi Awards, Gracie Awards431(411(30]
e Margaret Brennan: Emmy nominations, Walter Cronkite Award recognitionl44]

e Steve Hartman: Multiple Murrow Awards for writing excellencel291(27]



e Scott Pelley: duPont-Columbia Awards, Emmy Awards[33!

e Lara Logan, Bob Simon, Lesley Stahl, and others: Individual recognition across multiple award

categories

This comprehensive record demonstrates that CBS News, across its various platforms and programs,
maintained a position of excellence in American journalism throughout the decade preceding the
appointment of Bari Weiss as editor-in-chief in early 2026. The network's work has been validated not
only by industry peers through awards but also by sustained audience engagement, particularly for

programs like Face the Nation and 60 Minutes.

The breadth of recognition—from breaking news coverage to investigative reporting, from feature
storytelling to documentary work—reflects the depth and versatility of CBS News's journalistic
capabilities during this period. These achievements provide important context when evaluating

statements about the organization's past work and future direction.
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